
Making Homes Afordable I 
F ROM MONTGOMERY k t y ,  the ju- 

&didon that piweered a nationwide 
movement towavd creating affordable 

housing Pot lower-h,me families, c o m a  a 
newappmchtoaddresethee£fectof~-  
rocbtiog home prim on the middle &as. 
Theideawashdintherecent&of  
a coveted county lot in downtown W 
As a condition of purchase, the developer 
h a d t o a g r e t o s e t d e d c o a d o *  
~ ( a n d ~ ~ ) t o ~ s o I d a t  
be- rate8 to f d h  emdog 
rongldy 860,000 to $100,000 per year. 

stacethe1970%themtmaphasrequIred 
&at mast new developments Wade a cer- 
tain percentage of m n W  units for 
those with homes up to $60,000, and Cbls 
project is no mception. But t&y, home 
o w n d i g  C Montgomery County - where 
t h e ~ p r i c e o f a n e w t o ~ u s e h  
$415,000 - k out of m& for too m y  
teachers, police officers, sales clerks and 
other u d d d k h s  workem. To a d h a  this 
diswty, the Montgomery couwy Cwncil 
could vote a auly as this summer ona plan 
that mdd make %orktbrct howhf (the 
term being used to & s d h  homes at below- 
market prices set && for ~ e - 1 n w m e  

a key cmgmeat of fuhrre 
d e v e f 0 ~ 1 1 t  

The ddah  hmYt h e n  entirely worked 
out yet qmthns remain over income eligi- 
b@, how bupws will be selected and haw 

many workforce units wil l  be required in 
each new development. What is oertaio is 
that the homes d d  have aome sort of price 
controLonthem.sotMitwouldnotberm+ 
&1e to bny one k d  then r e d  £t at m&ket 
value. The idea of limiting workforce how+ 
i I M ~ t s t o e c m m - ~ -  

- ,. fi &md ~ e t r o r d  'stations, where &r- 1 ! .:, ! : " ' - ' '-, I. 

akly priced housing is most needed - ia 
also under COnsideratiorL 

The knpact on developem is still being 
studid, but it b thought that in moat if not 
all cases workfom hodng units could be 
sold at prim that would yield profik Even 
i n ~ ~ ~ e b u i l ~ m t s e x d ~  
price, the accompanying market-due units 
wodd more than make up the dffference. 
And we'd venture a gum that the k s b g  
business in Montgomery k lumtive enough 
that such a modeat requirement would not 
deter rnany developers from building in the 
county. 
We support the prwmthn of affordable 

housing for midents of dI incomes, and 
Montgomery's rnethcd seem a fair and m- 
t b d w a y  to doit-notleastbecauseitpro- 
d e s  a bit of economic dived@ to a&- 
borhooda that would 0th- be entfrely 
populated with the WMO. Of mum, a 
m r b  housing law would not emm 
home omersh for all or even moat of the 
county's mid 2 eimame hmdks. But it 
would help mme, and that's a starL 


